Abortion deaths associated with the use of prostaglandin F2alpha.
Six abortion-related deaths associated with the use of prostaglandin F2alpha were reported through the Center for Disease Control's surveillance of abortion deaths between 1972 and 1975. Prostaglandin may have had only indirect association with these deaths. The patients' ages ranged from 16 to 38 years, their length of gestation ranged from 15 to 24 menstrual weeks, four were white, and three were nulliparous. Four patients had pre-existing conditions that increased their risks and contributed to their death. The estimated death-to-case rate for prostaglandin F2alpha was 10.5 per 100,000 abortions. Although lower than the rate for intra-amniotic saline instillation, this death-to-case rate is only an approximation. The relative safety of intra-amniotic prostaglandin F2alpha as a second-trimester abortifacient, compared to saline, remains to be established.